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the reigns of the Lord Alexander P.P. VI and the Lord
Pius P.P. Ill, he remained in unmolested possession: but
during the pontificate of the Lord Julius P.P. II (Giuliano
della Rovere) the Pope's Holiness said to him that his
palace was "more suitable for a secular duke than for a
prince of the Church"; and forced him to make Him a free
gift of it for His Own nephew Don Francesco della
Rovere, whom He had created Duke of Urbino. The tin-
fortunate Cardinal Santorio died soon after of a broken
heart. It was not Borgia who caused his death, in order to
have his palace: but Borgia's eternal enemy.
As a secular sovereign, no contemporary of His even
deserves to be named in comparison with the Lord Alex-
ander P.P. VI. His reign broke the back of the turbulent
ambitious selfish baronage which had ravaged the papal
states for centuries. He was an independent Pope; willing
to enter into alliances, it is true, so long as they served His
purpose: but just as willing to throw over His allies and
stand alone upon occasion. If His interests leaned more
in one direction than another, it may be taken that He was a
Sforza+Cesarini Pope, rather than a creature of Colonna
or Orisin as the custom was. His political policy entirely
was directed to the substitution of peace and order with
security of life and property, instead of the anarchy and
desolation which He saw on'His accession. He fully lived
up to His official title of ruler of the world; and the
sovereigns of Europe at all times found Him sternly rigor-
ously just, amenable neither to fear nor flatten-. He was
an admirable father of princes and of kings. Not-
withstanding all that weakly has been said to the contrary,
the Holy Roman Church and Christendom owe a vast
debt of gratitude to Him. He found feebleness and war and
tumult at His coming: at His going He left behind Him

